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Symphony # 4  “Liberty Bell”
1. Liberty Bell

5. The Deed Overcomes Death

Adagio sostenuto

Marcia Funerale

1a. Independence Vivace

2. The Statue Of Liberty Lento e Maestoso - Andante Cantabile

3. The Alamo Moderato Affettuoso - A Tempo d’Allegro

4. Selma Molto Andante

There are numerous memorials in Washington, D.C., and elsewhere in
the country reminding us of those who fought, suffered and died for the
freedom and the liberties we enjoy today.

Friends from other parts of the world are telling me that they don’t like
American history, as it is so full of wars, bloodshed, and tragedy – as if
any national history were free of that.

Yet, freedom comes at a price, and more often than not, it’s the price
of life. That price is paid by those who would rather die fighting than
give up on their innate right to freedom and liberty – those, on whose
shoulders we stand.

And so, in the midst of the grief for the fallen, a song is sung in praise
of the heroes who paved the road to freedom with their own blood. To
us, the heirs of the ages, the call is made not only to remember their
sacrifice but to carry on their legacy.

Liberty Bell was cast in England in 1752 for the Pennsylvania Statehouse
(which now is Independence Hall). It is inscribed with the words “Proclaim
liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof”.

It rang for the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence on
July 8th of 1776. During the British occupation of Philadelphia, it was
hidden in Allentown and eventually returned to Independence Hall in
1778.

It cracked on July 8th of 1835, while tolling the death of Chief Justice John
Marshall. However, its voice was not silenced, and to this day its call is
heard the world around – “let freedom ring”.

In 1992, the American Procrustinators’ Club sent a request to the foundry
in England (which, surprisingly, was still in business) claiming the lifetime
warranty for the bell. The foundry responded that they would be happy to
replace the bell at no charge as long as it be returned in its original
packaging.

Liberty Bell was pitched at a deep E flat. Its call will accompany us
throughout this symphony.

Even though the right to vote regardless of race, color, or previous
condition of servitude had been established by the 15th Amendment to
the Constitution in 1870, the African-American community was
exposed to severe hindrances in the execution of that right all the way
into the second half of the 20th century. Some states utilized their
authority to establish voter registration procedures that made it virtually
impossible for the African-American population to participate in the
democratic process.

The frustration about this situation culminated in the plan of a march
from the town of Selma, Alabama to the state capitol in Montgomery.

The first march, on March 7th, 1965, was brutally ended by state and
local police forces in what would later be known as “Bloody Sunday.”
The second march, on the following Tuesday, was diverted and led
back to the church where it had started.

Yet, the march was unstoppable. In its third attempt, on March 11th, it
successfully made it to Montgomery. The iconic song “We Shall
Overcome” was its voice, and it became the anthem of the Civil Rights
Movement.

Five months after the march, Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Voting
Rights Act into law.

Independence is the key to understanding what the United States of
America is all about. The fight for independence from the King of
England was just the beginning of a legacy that has carried on
throughout the centuries. The Declaration of Independence, probably
the most ingenious political paper ever written, did not only serve its
political purpose of the day – it defined the most fundamental human
rights for generations and centuries to come.

We are, like Theodore Roosevelt said in his inauguration speech of
1905, “the heirs of the ages.” We carry the legacy of those who stood
up to tyranny, who fought oppression with wit and ingenuity, and we
shall not relent in sending this message to the world: That government
is not the business of the few, the rich, and the powerful. Government
is the business of the people, and it depends on the consent of the
governed.

A gift from the people of France, the Statue of Liberty was erected and
dedicated in 1886. Its message to the ships entering New York Harbor
and, more importantly, its message to the world, is:

“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free, the wretched refused of your teeming shore; send these,
the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden
door!”

I came to this country tired and poor, tempest-tost and homeless, and I
was yearning to breathe free. Liberty kept her promise.

The Battle of the Alamo is one of the great iconic events in the history
of this country, and especially in the history of the State of Texas.

Fort Alamo was manned by a mere 180, and they all died in that battle
when the Mexican army under their commander Santa Ana attacked
and besieged them. The names of Jim Bowie, David Crockett and
William Travis were immortalized by the tale of that fight, and also by
the song “Remember the Alamo” by Texan country singer Jane
Bowers. Motives from that song are worked into this movement.

“Remember the Alamo” became the battle cry for American soldiers
wherever they fought, all the way into World War II.

Texas gained its independence from Mexico in the battle of San
Jacinto and became a free republic before joining the United States in
1845.


