
If he’s right . . . 
 
Who would have ever thought that I could possibly agree with David Cameron on anything? There’s 
no bigger difference imaginable than the one between the tenant of 10 Downing Street and the 
owner of “Skipper’s Home”. Yet, nonetheless – 
 
If he’s right, he’s right. In a recent speech to his constituency in Oxfordshire, Mr. Cameron delivered 
a sharp and thorough analysis of the socio-economic background of the riots in English cities. 
Never before has this background been evaluated with such clarity, such insight, and I, for one, 
subscribe to every single word of it.  
 
The fundamental causes of those riots, according to Mr. Cameron (and me) are: 
 

� “Irresponsibility”. Correct. Every banker or investment consultant who gambles away the life 
savings of hard working people, every mortgage broker who talks prospective home owners into 
totally irrational sub-prime deals, every hedge fund manager who places a bet against a financial 
instrument he just praised as the safest investment ever – they all are acting irresponsibly. And so 
do those politicians who look on without lifting a finger.  

 
� “Selfishness”. Correct again. The force that drives each and every business activity is one of the 

greatest evils of our time. Without selfishness, there would be no climate change, no wars, no 
famine, no financial crises – and no riots. It is about time to hold all those big corporations to the 
principles of altruism. Go for it, David. It’ll be a lot of fun.  

 
� “Acting without considering the consequences”. Golden words. That’s what Lehman Brothers, 

Citibank, John Paulson and others have done so consistently, because they didn’t have to suffer 
the consequences. The rest of us did.  
 

� “Children without fathers”. Right on the money! It takes the loving guidance of a male head of the 
family to raise a child. Single mothers just can’t do it. Even if Daddy is drunk all the time and beats 
the living daylights out of Mom and the kids – what the heck, he’s the man in the house, right? A 
child raised without a father has no chance in the world and must accept any job that nobody else 
would do – even the job of President of the United States.  

 
� “Reward without effort”. Oh David, I could kiss you for that! Yes, let’s give all those pinstriped, flat-

ironed, Blackberry-wielding no-good-for-nothings the opportunity to experience first hand how it 
feels to make ends meet on a minimum-wage job. Out of the Ferrari and onto a borrowed folding 
bicycle, and now you make an effort. And wait for the reward. 
  

� “Rights without obligations”. Finally, someone who spells it out. Every right carries an obligation.  
The right of free speech, for example, carries the obligation to purchase a publishing company or a 
TV station. Those can be had for a few hundred million dollars, and if you buy them in bulk, there’s 
a discount. Rupert Murdoch knows how to do this. You know Rupert, don’t you, David? He’s the 
one with the rights.  

 
� “Crime without punishment”. I agree, that has to end. Whenever a big corporation like Enron goes 

belly-up due to fraudulent accounting practices, robbing thousands of their jobs and hundreds of 
thousands of their life savings, that must not go unpunished. Or what else did he refer to?  

 
I simply admire David Cameron’s courage and forthrightness in calling things by their names. He 
may be mistaken about the addressees, but – what is to be expected from a conservative?  
 
If he’s right, he’s right.  
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