
Treason 
 
Texas governor Rick Perry used the words “treasonous” and “treacherous” to characterize the 
intention of stimulating job growth by another installment of “quantitative easing” brought forward by 
the chairman of the Federal Reserve, Ben Bernanke. 
 
Now, that’s serious stuff. Treason is among the most despicable crimes against a nation’s vital 
interests. In times of war treason carries the death penalty, historically executed by a firing squad. 
Let’s see what qualifies as treason, and if Mr. Bernanke is in any immediate danger:  
 
If a nation is at war, and a soldier gives away classified information of any kind to the enemy, that’s 
treason. But it’s not what Mr. Bernanke did. 
 
If a nation is at war while millions of ordinary citizens are losing their jobs, their homes, and their 
livelihoods due to the limitless greed of bankers, brokers, and big corporations, and that nation’s 
president lowers the taxes on those same bankers, brokers, big corporations that are causing such 
mess, that’s treason. And we know who did it. It was not Mr. Bernanke. 
 
If a nation is at war – even if it’s not – and millions of its citizens are unemployed while its biggest 
businesses are sitting on mountains of cash which they refuse to spend on job creation simply 
because the current administration is not to their liking, that’s treason.  
 
If a nation is at war and still maintains a ridiculously low tax rate on its top earners – so ridiculously 
low that even the top earners are beginning to ask for a raise – and one of the political parties 
employs every legal trick in the book to keep taxes from being raised, only to dry up the revenue 
stream and to blame the result on the administration, that’s treason. 
 
If a nation – at war or not – is just about to lose its creditworthiness and its reputation in the world, 
and one of the political parties (or a small, radical portion thereof) would rather let the entire nation 
go down the drain instead of contributing to a solution, that’s treason. 
 
But if a nation’s central bank tries to stimulate job growth by employing a desperate measure that 
nobody likes to employ, Mr. Bernanke in the least, that’s not treason. It’s one of the few things the 
Fed can do in the face of complete obstructionism. To call it treason – that in fact is treason. 
 
Mr. Perry was given the opportunity to clarify his statement. His response was: "I am just 
passionate about the issue and we stand by what we said."  
 
We? Was there anybody standing next to him when he said this? Or was he simply employing the 
Pluralis Majestatis, like in “We, Augustus, emperor and god”?  
 
Such language may be appropriate in a feudal state, like in the one Mr. Perry envisioned for the 
time after his intended secession from the union. Under the Constitution of the United States of 
America, any attempt at introducing God-given monarchy would have to be considered – treason. 
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